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Van and truck business news
4 June 2009

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio


	Press release number:
	4662
	Release:
	Now


Van and truck registrations still in doldrums
· Registrations: down 49.2% in May, down 31.4% to 271,761 for the rolling year.
· Trucks: down 44.0% in May, down 16.8% to 47,716 for the rolling year.
· Vans: down 50.2% for the month and down 33.9% to 224,045 for the rolling year.
	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2009

	
	May
	% change
	Year to  date
	% change

	Total
	15,562
	- 49.2%
	90,629
	- 45.3%

	Vans
	12,819
	- 50.2%
	75,463
	- 46.4%

	Trucks
	2,743
	- 44.0%
	15,166
	- 39.0%


“There are some early signs of improving consumer confidence, but UK van and truck companies continue to face difficult economic conditions,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “Businesses across the economy remain cautious about their future prospects and it will take a little while for improving confidence to register in the marketplace.”

For the third time, the Excel data table with this press release shows light truck registrations between 3.5 and 6.0 tonnes, by brand.  This should make for easier comparisons with mainland European registration data.

Total van and truck registrations: Rolling year comparison 2002 to 2009
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Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 16.8% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

May-09

May-08

RYT09

RYT08

registrations

30000

32500

35000

37500

40000



[image: image9.wmf]Two-axle artics month & RYT 2009
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All light commercial vehicles








 Rolling year: down 33.9% to 224,045.








 Month: down 50.2% to 12,819.








 YTD: down 46.4% to 75,463.




















Light vans








 Rolling year: down 36.8% to 33,351.








 Month:  down 59.0% to 1,514.








 YTD: down 47.0% to 11,167.














Car type pick-ups








 Rolling year: down 72.1% to 2,383.








 Month: down 77.6% to 104.








 YTD: down 81.2% to 606.











Medium vans








 Rolling year:  down 9.5% to 39,217.








 Month: down 9.5% to 3,211.








 YTD: down 15.2% to 15,170.








Heavy vans








 Rolling year: down 36.4% to 145,065.








 Month: down 56.0% to 7,749.








 YTD: down 51.4% to 46,769.














Trucks








 Rolling year: down 16.8% to 47,716.








 Month: down 44.0% to 2,743.








 YTD: down 39.0% to 15,166.











Rigids








 Rolling year: down 15.4% to 32,932.








 Month: down 39.6% to 2,065.








 YTD: down 33.7% to 11,274.














Two-axle artics








 Rolling year: down 11.9% to 3,433.








 Month: down 57.6% to 148.








 YTD: down 48.3% to 756.














Three-axle artics








 Rolling year: down 21.9% to 11,352.








 Month: down 53.2% to 530.








 YTD: down 51.0% to 3,136.











Vans and trucks up to six tonnes GVW








 Rolling year: down 33.2% to 232,123.








 Month: down 49.6% to 13,368.








 YTD: down 45.7% to 78,557.








Trucks over six tonnes GVW








 Rolling year: down 18.5% to 39,638.








 Month: down 46.5% to 2,194.








 YTD: down 42.9% to 12,072.




















Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)2 073 449 222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or 
rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
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